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The Right Decision

M. Gordon glances nervously at his
watch.

“Just a few more minutes left in the
workday,” he thinks. “This is not a good
sign. My boss told me that | would re-
ceive an answer today. He usually gives
good news in the morning. For bad news
he waits until the end of the day, just
before you go home. Hashem ya’azor
(Hashem will help).”

Suddenly there is a knock on the door of
Mr. Gordon’s office.

“Mr. Gordon, how are you? I'm glad 1
caught you before you went home. |
promised you an answer today.”

Mr. Gordon holds his breath. Would he
receive the job tenure that he had so
dearly hoped for? So many thoughts race
through his mind. He prepares himself for
the worst.

“Let me shake your hand,” the boss said.
“l want to be the first one to shake hands
with our newest tenured employee.”

M. Gordon heartily shakes his boss’

hand. It was really true. The impossible
had happened. A 51-year-old oleh-
chadash, who had come to settle in Eretz
Yisrael with his large family just a few
years ago, had received tenure. Mr.
Gordon’s  gratitude to Hashem was
boundless. He headed for the bus home,
wishing “good evening” to everyone on
the way out.

“I'm home dear.”
“How was your day at work?”
“Fantastic!”

Mrs. Gordon’s heart sRips a beat.

“Do you have any good news for me?”
“The best. | received tenure today.”

“Oh Aryeh, this is such a miracle. Hodu
Lashem ki tov (Give thanks to Hashem for
He is good) [Tehillim 136:1]. Come, let us
sit down, and enjoy this moment. Do you
remember way back, when we were con-
templating settling in Eretz Yisrael?”

“Yes. Some people did not encourage us.
They felt that a person of my age could
not make enough parnassa (income) to
support a family of our size.”

“Yes, we had a difficult decision — be-
tween ruchnius (spiritual benefits) and
gashmius (material benefits). We knew
that in Eretz Yisrael our family would
grow in ruchnius. The environment is rich
in spirituality. However, the gashmius
was uncertain. Back in my home town |
was an experienced stock broker, making
a good living.”

“We knew what the right decision was.”
“Yes, we came here to settle. | began
looking for a job. A bank was willing to
hire me, but | could not trade stocks
without a license. It took me three years
to get the license. Then Hashem opened
another door for me, and | landed a job
in the investment department of a top
bank. | was able to use all of the skills
that | developed over the years.”

“That in itself is a miracle.”

“Yes, but without tenure, it could all go
up in smoke in a minute.”

“That’s right, and getting tenure at my
age is unheard of.”

“Almost unheard of. And so we have our
next major miracle.”

“This just proves the Chofetz Chaim’s
point on this week’s parasha.”
“What point is that?”

“When Hashem took the Nation

of Israel out of Mitzraim, He &
had a choice of two routes to =~
travel, ‘the way of the land of
the Pelishtim’ (Shemos 13:17) or
the midbar (desert). The land
of the Pelishtim had food;
however, it was fraught with
spiritual dangers. The Jews
were already at the 49th level
of tumah (impurity) and
would be dragged down even
further, being among the idolatrous
Pelishtim. The other route, the desert,
had no spiritual impurity. However, there
was no food to feed two million people.”
“What would be with parnassa?”

“That is the question. The Chofetz Chaim
points out that Hashem chose the spiritual
route, providing parnassa in a miraculous
way. So too, in our lives, we should not
make spiritual compromises for the sake
of parnassa.”

“That is exactly what we did. We took
the spiritually rich route. Hashem pro-
vided the parnassa in a miraculous way.”
“May we always merit receiving His kind-
ness.”
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B’ezras Hashem we will have many deci-
sions to make in our lives. The choices will
often be between ruchnius and gashmius.
Which path will you choose? One path
may seem to be paved with gold. How-
ever, there are spiritual dangers. Another
path may have a wealth of spiritual bene-
fits. However, the gashmius seems uncer-
tain. The Chofetz Chaim illuminates our
path. Ruchnius must always be our prior-
ity. Hashem will help with the gashmius.
We should go “derech hamidbar” (the
way of the wilderness), just as our forefa-
thers did. Kinderlach, may you always
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Grab everything that you can. There

are fortunes lying here on the sea shore!”

“Here is a gold chain.”

“Look, diamonds and pearls. We're rich!”
“Moshe Rabbeinu, is signaling for us to
go. We must leave the shores of the Yam
Suf.”

“How can we leave now? There is so
much more money to gather.”

[CHC RSB VR

«
And Moshe made Israel travel from

the Yam Suf” (Shemos 15:22). Rashi ex-
plains in the name of the Mechilta that
Moshe forced them to leave. The spoils at
the Yam Suf were greater than the booty
of Mitzraim. The Jewish people did
% not want to stop gathering the
- gold, silver, and precious

> gems. The Keli Yakar elabo-
rates even more. Moshe was
fearful that the wealth would

bring them to sin. Indeed, he

was correct because the abun-

dance of gold brought them to

make the Egel HaZahav
(Golden Calf). Moshe was also

- that riches

concerned the

O would render the Jewish people unfit

to receive the Torah. Wealth and Torah
flee from one another like two wives of
the same husband. As Dovid HaMelech
wrote “It is good that | am afflicted (with
suffering or poverty), in order that |
might learn Your laws™ (Tehillim 119:71).

Mshe’s second concern also material-

ized three days later. “And they went
three days in the desert without finding
water” (Shemos 15:22). This was middah
kineged middah (measure for measure)
explains the Keli Yakar. Hashem told
them that they would serve Him on this
mountain (Har Sinai). They should have
run from the Yam Suf toward the moun-
tain. Instead, they gathered wealth. This
excess money made them unfit to receive
the Torah, which is compared to water.
Therefore, they found no water.

-
Kinderlach . . .
Everything in life is a test, including riches.
Wealth has a strong power to draw you
away from Torabh. It offers all of the
pleasures and attractions of the physical
world. They are only shallow and fleeting
compared to the sweetness of Torah. Kin-
derlach, don’t you want the best of every-
thing in life? Why settle for second, third
or fourth-rate enjoyment, when you can
have the ultimate pleasure . . . Torah.

make the right decisions!
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