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Now is the Time

ne plague of locusts demolished Mitz-

rayim. The locusts ate up the last bit of the
produce that was not destroyed by the
hail. This devastating makko humbled
Pharaoh to the point that he verbally
agreed to send the Jewish people out of
Mitzrayim. He said to them, “Go and
serve Hashem, your G-d. Who is going?”
Moshe said, “With our youngsters and our
elders we shall go; with our sons and our
daughters, with our sheep, goats and cattle
we shall go, because it is a festival of
Hashem for us” (Shemos 10:8,9). The
Noam Elimelech beautifully darshens these
verses with a message that touches at the
very heart of the educational process.

Slomo HaMelech teaches us, “Train the

youth according to his way; even when
he grows old, he will not swerve from it”
(Mishlei 22:6). If a child is brought up in
a holy atmosphere and taught to serve
Hashem from the earliest age, he will not
have to change his ways when he grows
older. He has been on the right path since
his youth, and will find it easy to serve
Hashem later in life. This is the meaning
of the verse, “With our youngsters and
our elders we shall go.” Those youngsters,
who conduct themselves with holiness,
will continue along the same path when
they become elders. “With our sons and
our daughters we shall go.” Both young
men and young women need guidance
along the proper path. “With our sheep,
goats, and cattle we shall go.” This part
of the verse hints to our business ven-
tures, eating, drinking, and other activities
to sustain our bodies. We engage in all of
these activities with the intention of com-
ing closer to our Creator. They are also
included in avodas Hashem. Lastly, “be-
cause it is a festival of Hashem for us.” A
flame of desire burns inside of us, to serve
Hashem with all of our hearts.
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Now is the time. Now you are young. Stay
on the straight path. Keep your souls pure.
Serve Hashem with great enthusiasm.
When you do this, you lay down a solid
foundation for the rest of your life. One
who follows the correct path in his youth,
will not stray from it later in life. It will be
easier for him to serve Hashem with fer-
vor. Now is the time!

/ See

«
ame to Pharaoh for | have hardened

his heart” (Shemos 10:1). This verse is a bit
puzzling. A person with a hard heart is
usually not sympathetic to the needs and
requests of others. Moshe Rabbeinu was
being sent to Pharaoh to seek the freedom
of the Jewish people. If Pharaoh’s heart
was hardened, what was the point of ask-
ing? He will only refuse. Furthermore, we
know that people have the free will to
choose between right and wrong. By
hardening Pharaoh’s heart, did Hashem
take away his free will? Was he doomed to
suffer the plagues without any hope of
doing teshuva (repentance) on his sins?

Rav Leib Chasman in his sefer Ohr Yohel

shares a deep insight into human nature.
There are two types of sight. The eyes are
made of flesh and blood, and they see
the physical appearance of objects. The
heart, on the other hand, “sees” the spiri-
tual world. Knowledge is contained in the
brain. The true understanding is
in the heart. When his wisdom

enters

his
heart, a
person
can say, “l see.” As the verse states, “You
shall know this day and take to your
heart” (Devarim 4:39). Some people are
blind because they have no eyes. Others
do not see because their eyes are covered.
Both cannot see, but for vastly different
reasons. The same is true with spiritual
“sight.” Some cannot understand the
truth because they have no heart. They
are totally cut off from reality. There is
no hope for them, because their heart
(ability to understand) has been removed.
They are like the person with no eyes.
Others have a heart. It is just covered and
locked up. They can remove the lock, but
it may take some work. They are like the
person whose eyes are covered.

nnaraoh’s heart was blocked. This im-

paired his spiritual vision. However, he
was capable of removing the blockage.
He could “see” again, if he did teshuva.
Therefore, it was worthwhile for Moshe
to go to him. Perhaps he would soften his
heart, and see the truth that Hashem is
the King of Kings. Then he would let the
Jewish people go.

Kinderlach . . .

Hashem did not give up on Pharaoh. He
and his nation had suffered seven makkos
(plagues) and he still did not recognize
Hashem. We might think that he was
hopeless. Hashem did not. He sent Moshe
Rabbeinu to him again, in the hope that
he would do teshuva. What about us? Do
you ever feel that you want to give up on
your self? “I'll never change.” “I'm beyond
hope.” These words are false. You are
surely no worse that the evil Pharaoh.
Your are much better than he was. And he
was able to change. You can too. Try
again. And again. And again. Your heart
will soften. The truth will enter. “I see, |
see,” you will say. With the voice of true
understanding.

Forever Free

((‘ ,
e killed in His wrath all of the first-

born of Mitzrayim and took His people,
Israel, from their midst to everlasting
freedom (from the Maariv prayers).”
What was this everlasting freedom? Rav
Dessler takes a deep look at the slavery in
Mitzrayim. Besides the well-known physi-
cal bondage, there was a slavery of the
soul as well. The powers of tumah (impu-
rity) were very strong in Mitzrayim. The
Yetzer Hara (Evil inclination) ruled there.
The Jews were trapped in this. They had
sunken to the lowest level of tumah pos-
sible before being lost forever. From this,
Hashem redeemed them, instantly.

M)w they were free. Liberated from the

Yetzer Hara. He could never rule over
them again in the same way. Free to do
what? To serve Hashem. To learn His
Torah. Rav Dessler explains that the two
go hand in hand. As the Mishna states in
Pirkei Avos (6:2) “A man is never more
free than when he occupies himself with
learning Torah.” This became a part of us
when we left Mitzrayim. Hashem injected
into our genes an everlasting freedom
from the grip of the Yetzer Hara. Nothing
could ever prevent a Jew from serving
Hashem and learning His Torah.
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Did you ever feel that it was too difficult
to learn? A mitzvah just seems too hard to
do. It is all just an illusion. There is nothing
that can stop you from learning Torah
and doing mitzvos. You are truly free. You
became free 3300 years ago when we all
left Mitzrayim. Take a deep breath and
give it another try. You will succeed. It is
in the genes. You are forever free.
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