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C:an | see your menorah, Yossie?”
“Sure, Dovid.”
“Wow, it really is beautiful.”
“l am really looking forward to lighting
all eight candles tonight. | have just
enough oil left.”

As Yossie said that, he noticed that Dovid’s
face fell.

“What’s the matter Dovid?”

“It’s really nothing, Yossie. Just that | do
not have enough oil to light any candles
tonight.”

“Oy vey. That’s terrible! Let me give you
some of my oil.”

“You can’t do that, Yossie. You will not
be able to light all eight candles.”

Yossie opens up the Chofetz Chaim’s mas-
terpiece of halacha, the Mishna Brura to
the halachos of Chanukah (671:2).

“It says clearly that if oil is scarce, and
your friend has no oil, it is better to give
him some oil, and you can both do the
mitzvah. The din (minimum requirement
of the law) is only one candle per night.”
“That is wonderful. | will be able to light
my menorah tonight after all.”

Greeks was to destroy the Jews spiritu-
ally, not physically. By defiling all of the
oil, they wanted to extinguish the light of
Torah in the world. Amazingly, they
overlooked one flask.

’av Shlomo Brevda, Shlita, in his sefer

“L’hodos U’T’hallel” shares a deep insight.
The flask that survived was itself a mira-
cle. How could they overlook it? There-
fore, it is no surprise that other miracles
came from this miraculous flask. This flask
is a parable to our generation. After all of
the trials and tribulations of 2000 years
of exile, pogroms, holocaust, and assimi-
lation, the Jewish people have survived.
Anyone who has remained faithful to
Hashem and His Torah in our days is a
living miracle, like the miraculous flask.
Therefore, we can expect miraculous
things to come from him.

Kinderlach . . .

We all know the halacha of “Mehadrin
Min HaMehadrin™ (doing the mitzvah in
the most beautiful fashion). We light one
candle the first night and add one each
night until we light eight on the last night.
Yossie has another type of “Mehadrin” in
mind. The Mishna Brura allows one to sac-
rifice his own “Mehadrin” to give another
the opportunity to do the mitzvah. Yossie
wants to do a “Mehadrin” (beautiful) act of
chessed (kindness) for his friend Dovid. This
adds a new dimension to the “Mehadrin
Min HaMehadrin™ of Chanukah.

Kinderlach . . .

You are a living miracle. What does that
mean? You can accomplish miracles. Do
not ever think that any spiritual accom-
plishment is out of your reach. “I cannot
learn that Mishna. It is too hard for me.” “I
cannot make peace with my friend.” “|
cannot listen to my Imma; | don’t have
koach (strength).” You do have koach. Just
try a little harder. Chanukah is coming, the
time of miracles. You will succeed. You are

the stuff of which miracles are made.

Miracle Oil

"Vhy do we celebrate eight days of
Chanukah? The Greeks entered the Beis
HaMikdash and defiled all of the oil that
was used to light the menorah. All
except one flask. That oil, which would
have naturally burned one day,
instead burned for eight days. Only
the last seven days of burning were
miraculous. Why, then do we
celebrate eight days? This famous
question is asked by the Beis Yosef. To
begin to

understand why the Greeks wanted to 324
defile all of the oil. The oil lit th

menorah, which represented the/

light of Torah. As the verse states, “Be-
cause the lamp is a mitzvah, and the To-
rah is light” (Mishlei 6:23). The goal of

/ of

answer it, let wus first_ZZF

Perfect Emunah

nxaraoh was upset. Very upset. His

sleep the past night had been disturbed
by two very troubling dreams. “In the
morning he felt agitated, so he sum-
moned all of the magicians and wise men
of Mitzrayim. Pharaoh told them his
dreams, but no one could interpret them”
(from Bereshis 41:8).

l 1ow did Pharaoh behave when he was

upset? Not very nicely. He had previously
condemned the chief baker to death be-
cause a pebble found its way into his loaf
of bread. He threw the chief wine steward
into prison for allowing a fly to fall into his
cup of wine. Pharaoh was a cruel king
who was merciless to those who did not
meet his expectations. This particular day,
after the dreams, he was angry,
agitated, and extremely
A dangerous. In this frame of mind,
he sent for Yosef. The King’s mes-
sengers arrived in the pit dungeon
Mitzrayim. They  quickly
washed, shaved, and dressed Yosef,
then whisked him off to the Royal
Palace to interpret Pharaoh’s dream.
Yosef must have been terrified.

Mat are Pharaoh’s first words to him?

“I have dreamed a dream, but there is no
one who can interpret it. | have heard

about you, that you can understand a
dream and interpret it” Bereshis (41:15).
Rav Mattisyahu Solomon, in his sefer
“With Hearts Full of Faith” considers Yo-
sef’s possible responses to this statement.
He could have agreed with Pharaoh and
said, “Yes your majesty.” Alternatively, he
could have nodded meekly and bowed
his head. The last thing that one would
have expected him to do was contradict
Pharaoh. That audacious act could incur
the death penalty. Yet, that is exactly
what he did. “And Yosef answered Phar-
aoh, saying, ‘It is beyond me. God will
respond with Pharaoh’s welfare’” (41:16).
Why did he have to answer Pharaoh in
this way? He could have at least first in-
terpreted the dreams, calmed Pharaoh
down, and then told him that the inter-
pretation came from Hashem. Instead, as
soon as he comes in facing this cruel and
agitated despot, he instantly declares that
his interpretative talents are not his own.
They are from Hashem.

Rav Solomon calls this the ultimate ex-

pression of Yosef's emunah (faith). He
sees with perfect clarity that the Divine
Hand is guiding every event in his life.
Therefore, he has nothing to fear. Phar-
aoh presents no threat to him. Further-
more, he cannot allow even a moment’s
misconception about the source of the
dream’s interpretation. Pharaoh must
know immediately that it is from The
Almighty. This strong conviction appar-
ently had a profound effect on Pharaoh,
and brought him around to Yosef's way
of thinking. After the dream is inter-
preted, Pharaoh tells him “Since Hashem
has informed you of this, there is no one
as intelligent and wise as you” (41:39).
Pharaoh has apparently been convinced
that Yosef’s abilities come directly from
Hashem. This is the awesome power of
perfect emunah. It is unshakeable. It
maintains a person’s calmness and poise
in all situations. In addition, it is so com-
pelling, that it can change the heart of
even the cruelest despot. This is the per-
fect emunah of Yosef HaTsaddik.

Kinderlach . . .

Emunah is a wonderful thing. It is the
knowledge, deep in the heart, that
Hashem is with you at all times. He is di-
recting your life, and everything that hap-
pens to you. Everything that He does is
good and perfect; therefore, whatever is
happening to you is good. There is no
reason to panic or be afraid. Things may
be unpleasant. They seem bad. Do not
worry. Hashem is making them happen,
therefore they are by definition good.
There is no reason to fear, panic, be an-
gry, or upset. Calmly say to yourself the
immortal words of Dovid HaMelech,
“Though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for
You are with me” (Tehillim 23:4).
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