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Parashas Nitzavim
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Choices

(14
Abba. | am not sure what | should do.”

“What is the question, Avi? What are you
unsure about?”

“It is complicated, Abba. | wish that
someone would clarify it for me and tell
me what to do; which decision to make;
which path to choose.”

“Avi, may | share with you a few words
from the parasha about decision making?”
“Yes, please, Abba.”

“Hashem gave us a choice, and told us
what to choose. He called heaven and
earth as His witnesses. The Almighty
placed before us life and death, blessing
and curse. Then He told us to choose life,
in order that we and our offspring shall
live (Devarim 30:19). This choice seems
simple. Who, after all, would choose
death? The Malbim explains that life is
keeping the Torah, and death is the op-
posite. The Chofetz Chaim, in his sefer
Shmiras Halashon (Chapter 9), adds that
the Torah is referring to eternal life. These
are the words of the blessing that we
recite after reading
the Torah, ‘You
placed eternal
life within wus.
When a person
chooses to keep
the Torah, he s
choosing eternal life. The

Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh adds ;
that the Torah brings blessing and reward
in both this world and the next.”

“It sounds wonderful, Abba.”

“It is, Avi. The Ramban explains that
every person has free choice. There is
nothing to prevent him from choosing
either path. The choice seems clear, how-
ever, the yetzer hora is an expert at con-
fusing a person. He offers all sorts of rea-
sons why a person should abandon the
Torah. He has the ability to get us very
confused. Therefore, Hashem tells us
what path to choose. Choose lifel Take
the path of the Torah! Choose what is
good for you and for your offspring both
in this world and the next.”

“How inspiring, Abba.”

“Yes, Avi. You have many choices in your
life. You must always keep one thing in
mind. Hashem told you to choose life.
Always choose the Torah path. Always
make the decision which will uphold the
Torah. Sometimes it is complicated. You
may need to ask a Rav who is rich in To-
rah knowledge and experience to help
you clarify the issue. He may even tell
you which is the correct path to take.
Then the decision is up to you. Choose
life! Follow the Torah and its wise men.
Hashem will give you blessing and re-

ward in this world and forever.”

: Kinderlach . . .

Rosh Hashanah is coming in just a few

i days. On that day, Hashem decides who  :
¢ will live and who will die. He has given us
i the option. We can choose life. When we
i accept upon ourselves the mitzvos of the
Torah, and crown Hashem as King of the
i world, we are choosing life. Follow

i Hashem’s advice, Rinderlach. Make the

i right decision. Choose life.

Days of Favor

(1
Today is a special day, Avi.”

“How wonderful, Abba. | am so excited.
Which day is it?”
“It is yom sheini (Monday).”
“Hmmmm. What is so special about yom
sheini, Abba? It has no special name, only
a number, just like all of the six days of
the week.”
“True, Avi. However, yom sheini and
yom chamishi (Thursday) are called yimei
ratzon (days of favor).”

\ “What are yimei ratzon, Abba?”

“l will answer you with a

‘&\\ Medrash,! Avi. The
o T, verse states, ‘Seek
Hashem where
He can be found’
(Yishaya  55:6).
The Hebrew word
for ‘can be found’ is spelled
‘bi’hemotzu’ — ‘beis’, ‘heh’, ‘motzu’. On
the second (beis) and fifth (heh) days you
will find Him (motzu) close to you if you
seek Him out.”
“l see, Abba. Hashem is close to His cho-
sen nation during yimei ratzon.”
“Precisely, Avi. The Tur? recounts that the
forty days of reception of the second lu-
chos (tablets) on Har Sinai were yimei rat-
zon. Moshe Rabbeinu went up the moun-
tain on chamishi and came down on
sheini. The Omnipresent looked favorably
upon this, and therefore this going up and
coming down was an eis ratzon (time of
favor), and has remained so for all time.
Our Elders subsequently imbued these days
with special prayers, so that we can ‘seek
Him out’. We increase our tachanunim
(supplications) on sheini and chamishi®
from the normal three paragraphs to
eleven paragraphs. Moshe Rabbeinu fixed
the Torah reading on these two days. This
is based on the verse, ‘They went for a
three-day period in the Midbar and did
not find water’ (Shemos 15:22). Water
means Torah, as the verse states, ‘Hoy,
everyone who is thirsty, go to the water’
(Yishaya 55:1). Going three days without
Torah made them weak. Therefore he
fixed the Torah reading on Shabbos, left a

break on rishon (Sunday), another reading
on sheini, a break on shlishi (Tuesday) and
revii (Wednesday), a reading on chamishi,
and break on erev Shabbos, in order that
they would not go three days without
Torah.”*
“This is fascinating, Abba.”
“Yes, Avi. Now let me share with you a
passage from the Zohar.> ‘Rebbe Shimon
says, “When they take out the Sefer To-
rah to read it, the heavenly gates of
mercy open up. This arouses the Al-
mighty’s love, and therefore a person
must say the following prayer. ‘Blessed is
the Name of the Master of the uni-
verse...” This beautiful prayer blesses
Hashem’s Name, crown, and place. We
then request favor, salvation, the good-
ness of His glow, and acceptance of our
prayers. This is followed by an individual
request for mercy, protection, and to be
numbered amongst the righteous. We
praise You Hashem — You nourish and
sustain all, control everything; You rule
over kings, and the monarchy is Yours. |
am a servant of the Holy One Blessed be
He; | bow before Him and the glory of
His Torah always. | put my trust in no
man or angel, only in the G-d of heaven,
Who is the G-d of truth, Whose Torah is
true, and Whose prophets are true, and
Who acts liberally with kindness and
truth. 1 trust Him and praise His Name.
May it be Your will that You open my
heart to the Torah, and that You fulfill
the wishes of My heart, and the hearts of
Your entire people Israel for good, for
life, and for peace. Amen.”
“May we all seek Hashem, find Him, and
drink thirstily of the water of Torah on
these days, Abba.”
“Amen.”
{ Kinderlach . . .
i We have a special opportunity to come
close to Hashem on yom sheini and
: chamishi. The Omnipresent favored these
i days, because Moshe Rabbeinu went up to :
Har Sinai on yom chamishi and came 3
i down on yom sheini. Our Elders have
given us special prayers of supplication on
: these days to help us seek Him out. We
: also read the Torah on these days. When
we open up the Aron Kodesh to take out
: the Torah and the heavenly gates of :
mercy open up. We therefore say a special
i beautiful prayer of praise and supplica- :
i tion. May the Almighty fulfill the wishes of £
the hearts of the entire people Israel for
good, for life, and for peace, Amen.
! cited by Abudarham
2 Orach Chaim 134
3 Rema (Orach Chaim 134:1)
4 Gemora Bava Kamma 82a and Tosafos
5 Parashas Vayakhel as cited in Shaar HaRa-
chamim
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