Kinder Torah.

Parashas Toldos

The Flowing Well
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And the servants of Yitzchak came

and told him about the well they had
dug, and they said to him, ‘We have
found water!”” (Bereshis 26:32). The To-
rah devotes quite a few verses to describ-
ing the wvarious wells that Yitzchak
opened. Avraham Avinu’s servants had
dug several wells. The Pelishtim filled
them with earth, thereby stopping them
up. Yitzchak’s servants came along,
cleared away the dirt, and unstopped the
wells. What is the significance of all this?

The Opta Rav, in his sefer, “Ohev Yis-

rael” presents a novel and interesting in-
terpretation of this verse. The well repre-
sents the wellsprings of Torah knowledge,
wisdom, and understanding found within
every Jew. When the well flows, the
neshama (soul) prospers. Sometimes the
well cannot flow properly. Why? It is
stopped up. With what? With the ofor
(earth) of which we are made. This repre-
sents the physical body, which can over-
power the well of the neshama and pre-
vent it from flowing. Each and every Jew
must “open his well” by removing
the excess gashmius that blocks up
his neshama. A person can accom-
plish this in a positive way, by
busying himself with Torah and
mitzvos, which have the power to
weaken the gashmius and remove
the spiritual dirt.

However, some people have

huge obstacles preventing their
well from running. They need
extra help unblocking it. Hashem
brings upon them His “middos
ha’din” (strict judgment) in ways that are
unpleasant. People’s eyes suddenly open,
as the blockage that was preventing them
from seeing Him is removed. The verse
expresses this process as “the servants of
Yitzchak”. They (Yitzchak’s middos
ha’din) are sent to unstop the well. They
successfully fulfill their mission and be-
come transformed. “And they (the ser-
vants of Yitzchak) said to him” (Bereshis
26:32). The word for “said” is “vay-
agidu”. The Opta Rav explains that this is
similar to the word “megged” - sweet-
ness. Once the servants perform their
mission by removing the dirt, they be-
come sweetened. The person does not
look upon the “middos ha'din™ bitterly,
because they have helped him.
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We have found water!” (Bereshis

26:32). The wellspring of Torah and wis-
dom begins to flow again, after the well
has been unstopped. And all of the harsh
“dinim” are transformed to sweet
rachamim and chassadim (merciful and
kind deeds) as a result of the great thing
that they have accomplished.

i Kinderlach . . .

The Opta Rav gives us a very positive view

: of “middos ha'din”. Sometimes we encoun- :

i ter unpleasant events. We get sick or in-
jured. We have a conflict with a difficult

i person. We lose a significant amount of

i money. We are stuck in a crowded bus, or
a long line at the post office, testing our

i patience to its limits. The Opta Rav tells us
i to cheer up. We have met the “servants of
i Yitzchak”. They were sent to help us clean
i up the well of our neshama. Welcome

: them with simcha, and allow them to do

! their job. See the Hand of Hashem in it all.
i They will be transformed from bitter to

i sweet, and you will feel Hashem’s rach-
monus, helping you to get closer to Him.
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Admit It

Eisav was hungry. He had had a busy

day. He had committed five of the worst
aveyros (sins) and now he was famished.
Yaakov was cooking beans. “Eisav said to
Yaakov, ‘Pour into me (my mouth) some
of that very red stuff, for | am ex-
hausted’ (Bereshis 25:30). The Medrash
Rabba explains that this is the way to
feed a camel; pour the food into his
mouth. Eisav wanted to be fed like a
camel. He was very hungry. Yaakov
would give the food to him, but for a
price — Eisav’s bechora (first-born rights).
What were these rights? The bechoros

would serve in the Beis HaMikdash (were
it not for the chet ha'egel [sin of the
golden calf]). All of the reward for all of
the sacrifices offered in the Beis HaMik-
dash belonged to Eisav and his descen-
dents. How did Eisav value this? It wasn’t
worth a plate of beans. “I am going to
die, so of what use to me is this be-
chora?” (Bereshis 25:32). Eisav was ex-
tremely hungry. And so, he sold the be-
chora for the beans. He let his hunger get
the best of him.

Then Eisav did something even more

surprising. The Medrash Rabba relates
that he brought in a group of jokers who
made fun of the bechora. As the verse
states, “And Eisav scorned the bechora”
(Bereshis 25:34). Rav Leib Chasman ex-
plains in his sefer, “Ohr Yohel” that this is
the way of a person whose desires rule
over him. He was hungry. He made a
mistake and let his hunger overtake him.
However, after he ate, the hunger was no
longer burning inside of him. He should
have regretted his mistake. Instead, a dif-
ferent desire overtook him - kovod
(honor). He did not want to admit that
he was wrong. Therefore, he de-
vised a way to justify his aveyra
(sin). He scorned the bechora.
This is the way of a rasha (evil
person). He does not use his G-d
given intelligence to overcome his
desires. Instead, he is ruled by
them, and falls deeper and deeper
into sin.

Kinderlach . . .

“Motty, time to come in the
house.” “But Imma, I’'m having so
much fun playing in this mud.” :
i Motty, please come home now, and clean :
i off your shoes before you walk into the :
building.” Motty reaches the entrance of
i the building. The floors are nice and
clean. He does not feel like wiping off his
: shoes. “No one will see me,” he thinks.

i And so, he walks on the clean floor, leav-
i ing muddy footprints. As he reaches the
first floor, he hears footsteps behind him.
t “Who is there who made this floor all
dirty?” The man hurries up the stepsand  :
finds Motty with his muddy shoes running
i toward his door. “Young man, why did %
: you dirty this nice clean floor?” Motty

i answers back, “I didn’t do it!” The man’s
! face falls. “If a person does not admit his
mistakes, what hope does he ever have of :
i correcting them?” ;
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