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Patrashas Ki Seitze

a

Honest Businessman

"

Gyass. we have a treat for you today.
We are bringing in a special guest
speaker. He is a man who has merited
much blessing from Hashem.”

“Please tell us about him, Rebbe.”

“He is one of the wealthiest men in our
city. He owns a chain of stores. He uses
his money to do many, many mitzvos.
He is also over one hundred years old!”
“Wow!”

The Rebbe steps outside the classroom. In
a moment, he returns. At his side is a very
elderly man. He is well dressed, and well
groomed. The entire class stands up for
him. He slowly walks to the chair in the
front of the classroom and sits down. The
Rebbe begins to speak.

“Class, it gives me great pleasure to intro-
duce our special guest to you, Mr. Boruch
Yashar. He has taken the time and effort
to be with you today.”

“Shalom aleichem, boys. It gives me such
nachas to see a class of fine young men
learning Torah. When | was
your age, we did not have this
beautiful Talmud Torah.
Hashem has been so kind and
blessed you with this
wonderful opportunity to learn
His Holy Torah.”

“Mr. Yashar, we heard that
you own a chain of stores. Can
you please tell us how you
started out and became so suc-
cessful?”

“With pleasure, boys. | began
as a peddler. | could not afford to buy a
store, so | put my goods on a wagon,
pushed it through the streets, and sold to
people in front of their homes.”

“What did you sell, Mr. Yashar?”
“Foodstuffs. In those days boys, sugar, oil,
beans, grains, and coffee were not avail-
able in sealed packages. | went to the
open market and bought my wares di-
rectly from the wholesalers. | carefully
weighed out the merchandise into my
sacks and paid for it. Then | loaded the
sacks onto my wagon and went up and
down the streets of the town. People
would come out with their own bags and
jars to buy my goods. | weighed them
empty, filled them up, weighed them full,
and charged them for what they bought.
If | was fortunate enough to sell every-
thing, 1 went to the market to replenish
my supply.”

“Things sure were different in those days,
Mr. Yashar.”

“They certainly were, boys. We had no
electronic scales or calculators. All mer-
chandise was weighed on old-fashioned

balance scales with balance weights. The
price was then calculated by hand. This
took time and patience.”

“How did you become wealthy, Mr. Ya-
shar?”

“My business gradually grew and grew,
until | could afford to buy a store. |
opened up a little shop in the center of
town. My goods sold well, so | expanded
my selection. Pretty soon, the store was
overcrowded with goods and customers,
so | bought a bigger store. | hired em-
ployees to handle the increased volume
of sales. That store also became too small
so | bought another one. And so it went.”
“That is fascinating, Mr. Yashar. To what
do you attribute your great success?”
“Boys, we all know that parnassa is from
Hashem. | do not know why He chose to
give me so much wealth. However, | am
very careful to pray for parnassa and
thank Him for His kindness in every Ami-
dah prayer. There is one particular mitz-
vah that is actually found in this week’s
parasha, which promises rewards of fi-
nancial success and long life.”

“You have merited both.”

“The mitzvah is in chapter 25,
verses 13 to 15. ‘You shall not
have in your pouch diverse
weights, a large one and a small
one. And you shall not have in
your house diverse measures, a
large one and a small one. A
perfect and honest weight shall
you have; a perfect and honest
measure shall you have; so that
your days may be long upon
the land that Hashem your G-d
gives you.’ The verse itself states
that the mitzvah grants long life. Rashi
comments that one who has perfect and
honest weights and measures will be
blessed with much success.”

“We see that blessing fulfilled in you Mr.
Yashar. This is a mitzvah that we can un-
derstand. An honest businessman does
chassodim (acts of kindness) for his cus-
tomers. He provides them with the goods
they need at a fair price and honest
measure. Hashem sees that this person is
helping his fellow Jews. The Almighty has
found in him a good business partner
whom He can trust. Therefore, He gives
the businessman more and more business
and many years of life. With these twin
blessings, he can help more and more
people. Mr. Yashar, your name hints at
the reason for your success — Boruch Ya-
shar — blessed is the one who is straight.”
“Thank you Rabbi. 1 sincerely hope that
these wonderful young men will be scru-
pulously honest in all of their dealings.
May Hashem shower you with all of His
blessings.”

“Amen!”

(Kinderlach ...
Rav Shamshon Refael Hirsch, in his com-
mentary on the Chumash, relates that
honesty in business practices is one of the
foundations of Jewish community life. The
one who measures and calculates the price
of his goods is a dayan (judge). Honesty in
judgment brings great rewards, as we
have seen. Corruption, and stealing, cho-
lila (Heaven forbid), cause terrible curses.
Kinderlach, we will all have business deal-
ings in our lives. Bills need to be paid,
items bought and sold, work needs to be
done and workers paid. These and all
monetary transactions must be done with
the ultimate care and honesty. Be an hon-
est judge! Uphold society! Merit great
blessings! Boruch Yashar — Blessed is the

one who is straight!

Safety

1ou shall make a fence around your
roof” (Devarim 22:8). The Sefer HaChinuch
(Mitzvah 546) explains that Hashem is su-
pervising our lives and He decrees every-
thing that happens to us. Still, a person must
guard himself from dangerous situations.
Hashem decreed that fire will burn, and
water will extinguish the fire. A falling rock
will smash a person, and a person who falls
from a high roof will die. He blew our souls
into our bodies and gave us wisdom to
guard ourselves. He then placed us among
the elements, subjected us to the laws of
nature, and commanded us to guard our-
selves from dangerous situations. The excep-
tions are those chosen tsaddikim like Avra-
ham Avinu, who was able to allow himself
to be thrown into a fiery furnace and live.
The rest of us however must guard our-
selves from danger.

&

(Kinderlach ... N

Fences were erected to protect people
from falling. They are not meant for
climbing. The jungle gym in the park is for
climbing. A thrown rock can hurt some-
one very badly. A wound inflicted with a
metal object is serious enough to allow
chilul Shabbos to treat it. A car, traveling
at even the slowest speed, is so big and
heavy that it will hurt someone very
badly. A person can drown in the shal-
lowest water. Firecrackers are so danger-
ous that they are illegal in many places.
Hashem wants you to take care of your-
self. He gave you a wonderful body and
put a beautiful neshama (soul) into it. He
wants you to do mitzvos with that body
and soul. How can you do mitzvos prop-
erly if you are hurt? We know that
Hashem protects all of us. He gives extra
protection to His special tsaddikim. We
still must protect ourselves. We fulfill His
wishes by properly caring for the body

\that He gave us. V)
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