Kinder Torah

Parashas Vayilkra
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AH leaven and honey shall not be

burned as a fire offering to Hashem”
(Vayikra 2:11). The Sefer HaChinuch
(Mitzvah 117) states that the reasons be-
hind this mitzvah are very deep and hid-
den. Still, the mitzvah can be understood
on a simple level. This was indeed his
purpose behind writing his sefer, to ex-
plain the simple meaning of the mitzvos
to young people who are just beginning
their mitzvah observance. Korbonos (sac-
rifices) are meant to arouse the feelings of
the one who is bringing the offering. Spe-
cifically, the action that he is required to
perform should be and example of how
he should be acting himself. Leaven is a
result of leaving the dough sit too long.
Therefore, this mitzvah is coming to teach
us that we must be quick. Do not put off
doing a mitzvah. As the Torah states
(Shemos 12:17), “And you shall guard the
matzos.” Rashi quotes the Mechilta who
explains, “Guard the mitzvos -- if a mitz-
vah comes to you, do it immediately.”
Do not let it become chometz.
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Do we do our mitzvos immediately? When
Imma tells us to get up and get ready for
school, we must begin right away. “Imma
can | have five more minutes of sleep?”
That is the yetzer hora talking, trying to
get us to be lazy. Do we do our home-
work as soon as we come home from
school? How about our jobs helping in the
house? When we see someone who needs
help, do we run to help him? Do we make
our brochos right away, or do we wait?
Are we on time for tefillah? Are we early
for tefillah? Don't let our prayers become
chametzdik. Zerizus (being quick) is so
important that the Tur begins his monu-
mental book with a quote from Pirkei
Avos (5:23). Yehuda Ben Teima says, “Be
strong as a leopard, light as an eagle, swift
as a deer, and mighty as a lion to do the
will of your Father in Heaven.” The “Me-
sillas Yesharim” relates that the lazy person
does not do evil, but rather evil overtakes
him because he does nothing to stop it.
Kinderlach, let us all do what we are sup-
posed to do RIGHT AWAY. May our zeri-
zus enable us all to overcome the yetzer
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\hora and accomplish great things in life.
Accepting Criticism

_Rabbeinu Bechaye begins his commen-

tary on the book of Vayikra by speaking
about the humility of Moshe Rabbeinu.
Moshe certainly had many attributes to
be proud of. He was the head of all
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prophets. Of his many exemplary middos
however, the one that the Torah chose to
praise was his humility. “The man,
Moshe, was very humble,” (Bamidbar
12:3). Due to his humility, he did not
want to enter the Ohel Moed (Tent of
Meeting surrounding the Mishkan) while
the Shechina (Divine Presence) was resting
there. Moshe Rabbeinu would not enter
unless he was summoned. That is how
Sefer Vayikra begins, “And Hashem called
to Moshe.” Moshe only came when he
was called.

Humility is one of the finest attributes that
we can acquire. Shlomo HaMelech tells us
in Mishle (22:4) that when one attains
humility, Yiras Hashem (fear of Hashem),
wealth, honor, and life also come to him.
How does one become humble? He
should not rush to speak, have patience,
honor others, and praise them. He is quiet
when unflattering things are said about
him. Sometimes, children, Abba and Imma
have to correct our mistakes. It is not al-
ways pleasant to hear criticism. A humble
person is quiet when being criticized. He
listens and takes what is being said to
heart. Children, the opposite of humility is
that terrible, terrible middah of chutzpah.
One who has chutzpah will never grow in
his middos because he is not able to listen
to any constructive criticism. We want to
avoid chutzpah at all costs. B'ezras
Hashem children, we should all acquire

The Humble Sacrifice
“mat a shame.”

“What happened, Avi?”

“l was learning all about korbonos (sacri-
fices) in this week’s parasha. | saw that
korbonos were a way to get kapora (for-
giveness) from Hashem for aveyros that
we committed. What a shame. We no
longer have a Beis HaMikdash, and we
can no longer bring korbonos. We can no
longer receive the kapora that they pro-
vide.”

“True, Avi. However, let me offer you
some consolation. Korbonos are not the
whole story. We learn a very important
principle about teshuva and kapora from
the Shelah HaKadosh.”

“Please share it with me.”

“The verse states, ‘No meal-offering,
which you shall bring to Hashem shall be
made with leaven . . . nor any honey’
(Vayikra 2:11). Why are leaven and honey
prohibited? Because they will make the
flour of the meal offering rise. That is
compared to the work of the yetzer hora.
Just as the leaven puffs up the dough, so
too the yetzer hora raises a person’s
gayva and makes him proud. A person in
such a state cannot possibly receive a
kapora from his korbon. Why? Because
teshuva and the subsequent kapora are
dependent upon hachna’ah — humbling
oneself before The Creator. That is the
first step — realizing that you have made a
mistake, regretting it, and humbly work-
ing to correct it. Although we do not
have korbonos today, Avi, we still have
teshuva. We can correct our aveyros and
receive a kapora in other ways. How-
ever, it all begins with hachna’ah.”
“Thank you, Chaim. May Hashem help us
all humbly do teshuva and merit to see
the Beis HaMikdash rebuilt so that we can
again bring the korbonos.”

“Amen.”
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korbonos speedily in our days, amen.
\.
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Humility is the key. A korbon that is made
with seor, the symbol of the proud yetzer
hora, is not acceptable. Similarity, the
teshuva that precedes the korbon begins
with humility. We must humbly realize our
mistakes, kRinderlach. We must admit them
and get to work on correcting them.
When we succeed and confess, we have
completed the teshuva process. We pray
that Hashem will accept our teshuva, re-
build the Beis HaMikdash, and accept our
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\Moshe Rabbeinu's middah of humility.
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