I{inder Torah

Parashas Yisro

The Appropriate Place

The giving of the Torah. Hashem comes

down to this world to reveal Himself to
the Jewish people. Monumental, spec-
tacular, momentous -- adjectives are in-
adequate to describe this event. Where is
the appropriate setting for such an event
to take place? How about the breathtak-
ing landscape of the Swiss Alps? Certainly
a beautiful backdrop, but not quite right
for the occasion. What about the beach
of the Mediterranean Sea? The clear blue
rolling waves are an impressive testimony
to Hashem’s brilliant artistry of this
world. True, but not appropriate for the
giving of the Torah. How about the fer-
tile fields of the Nile River valley? A place
lush with Hashem’s vegetation. True, but
something is still missing. No, the perfect
place for this cataclysmic event is ... the
desert. The desert? A desolate place with
no wildlife, vegetation, or water? Yes, the
desert. Well, there are many breathtaking
spots in the desert. Tall mountains that
rise from sand dunes. It must have been
on one of those beautiful majestic desert
mountains. No, the giving of the Torah
was on Mt. Sinai. A very low mountain.
That is the place that Hashem chose to
give the Torah.
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And they (the Jewish people) traveled
from Refidim and came to the Sinai Desert.
(The nation of) Israel camped there in front
of the mountain” (Shemos 19:2). The Keli
Yakar comments that when they left Re-
fidim they were not yet ready to receive the
Torah. They were fighting in Refidim. The
Torah can only be given when there is
peace among the Jewish people. That is
why the Torah was given in the third
month (Sivan) whose mazal is twins, the
sign of love between people. They traveled
from Refidim, meaning they distanced
themselves from the fighting, and they came
to the Sinai Desert. This placed was ideal to
establish peace among them. Fighting comes
from a desire for honor. When they saw
that Hashem chose Mt. Sinai, a very low
mountain, as the place for the giving of the
Torah, they realized that Hashem favors
humble people. Therefore, they humbled
themselves and established peace.
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Kinderlach . . .

Now we see how important peace is. With-
out peace, there can be no Torah. How do
we work on establishing peace in our lives?
By humbling ourselves. On most disagree-
ments, give in to the other person. Let him
have it his way. Even if you think you are
right. Making peace is what is truly right. Let
everyone at the Shabbos table describe a
situation where he made peace. Tell a differ-
ent story next week, and the week after.
Soon it will become second nature. Kinder-
lach, the skill of making peace with people is
one of the most important things that you

can learn in your whole lives!
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Irrefutable
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Well. Mr. Sanegor, do we have a
credible claim?”
“As your attorney, | will give you my
professional evaluation of the case. Every-
thing depends upon the evidence that
you supply. What kind of proof do you
have for your claim?”
“Are witnesses a good proof?”
“The best! Do you have a witness?”
“l have more than one.”
“Excellent! You have two witnesses. That
adds a lot of credibility. | have won many
claims with two witnesses.”
“Well, actually, 1 have more than two
witnesses.”
“Three witnesses? Fantastic! Your case is
looking better all the time. Now, let’s
discuss your claim.”
“Just a minute. | must tell you that | have
a lot more than three witnesses.”
“Really? How
many do vyou
have? Ten?”
“More than
ten.”
“Twenty, fifty,
one hundred?”

The man shakes
his head each
time.

“You have more than a hundred wit-
nesses? What are you worried about? You
do not even need a lawyer. You really
have my curiosity aroused. How many
witnesses saw this event that you are
claiming. A thousand?”

“One thousand is a small number.”

“Ten thousand? A hundred thousand?”
“You are still thinking small.”

“How many people could have possibly
seen this event? You cannot fit more than
100,000 people into a huge stadium. Just
gathering 100,000 people into one place
is a major logistical feat.”

“My dear attorney, Mr. Sanegor; six hun-
dred thousand men were witnesses to this
event, in addition to women, children,
and the elderly. The total was probably
around two million witnesses.”

“My dear client. Your claim is irrefutable.
You do not need a lawyer. No one can
possibly deny an event witnessed by two
million people. That is unprecedented
evidence. | must tell you that | am plotz-
ing with curiosity. What is your claim?
When did it happen? Where did it take
place? Who are your witnesses?”

“The event was the giving of the Torah
from The Almighty to Klal Yisrael, on Har
Sinai, on the sixth of Sivan, 2448. The en-
tire Jewish nation witnessed this earthshak-
ing event. The evidence is irrefutable.”
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The Chofetz Chaim, in his sefer Nidchei
Yisrael, describes the awesome truth of

Maamad Har Sinai. Our Holy Torah was
not given in secret. That would leave it
open to claims against its validity. It was
rather given, amidst enormous publicity,
to 600,000 men (in addition to the
women, the children, and the elderly).
They all accepted the Torah with a com-
plete heart when they answered, “Every-
thing that Hashem has said, we will do
and we will obey!”

Ever since that generation, all of the
statutes and laws of the Torah have been
guarded by Klal Yisrael. Not one was lost.
Throughout all this long and bitter golus,
not one of the mitzvos of the Torah has
been forgotten or changed. Certain mitz-
vos like lulav and etrog required traveling
1000 parsos (about 2700 miles) to ac-
quire, yet we never lacked them. Each and
every mitzvah of the Torah has been stud-
ied and reviewed each generation by
hundreds of
thousands of
members of Klal
Yisrael. Their
learning has
been both inten-
sive, with great

understanding,
and  extensive,
with all of its
details. Every
word and letter of the entire Torah has
been exhaustively scrutinized by millions
of scholars throughout the generations.
Not one detail was ever overlooked in
any way, throughout this long golus. This
is a sign of the truth and eternity of the
Torah that was given by The Eternal One.
How many hundreds of thousands of Klal
Yisrael gave up their lives, and suffered
pain and bitter torture to keep this Torah?
What gave them the strength for all this?
The strong emunah that they received
from their fathers, and their fathers from
their fathers, all the way back to the
original generation that stood at Har Si-
nai.

Kinderlach . . .

The Torah is absolutely, irrefutably, to-
tally, 100% true: every word, every letter,
from beginning to end. How do we know
this? We have witnesses. Every Jew living
at the time, man, woman, and child, was
present at Har Sinai for this monumental
event. The words of Torah were etched
into their hearts and minds. They passed
this on as a living inheritance from gen-
eration to generation to this very day.
Kinderlach, the words of Torah that you
will study this Shavuos were heard by
your great, great, great ... grandfather at
Har Sinai. What an inspiration to study
Hashem’s Torah with a new vitality. You
have the irrefutable truth. It is your family

Linheriz‘ancr—:. Learn it well and pass it on.
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