THE JEWISH YEAR SEEN THROUGH ITS MONTHS

SEASONS OF THE MOON

The Month of Cheshvan

Cheshvan / 5757 October 14 - November 11, 1996

THIS MONTH’S SIGN
AKRAV / SCORPIO

krav is a water sign. It’s the time of year when
Arain is plentiful in Israel. The connection to
water is also clear in this month’s association
with the Great Flood, when water (lestroye(l the earth.

For this reason, this month is called Mar Cheshvan
— “bitter Cheshvan.” Another reason for the ‘bitter-
ness’ of Cheshvan: Out of all the montl’ns of the year,
it alone has no Yom Tov, no festival of its own.

Really, there should have been a festival to inaugu-
rate the First Temple, which King Solomon — Shlomo
Hamelech — completed during this month after seven
years of building. However, Hashem did not com-
mand its inauguration until the fol-
lowing Tishrei, eleven months
later.

But Cheshvan will eventu-
ally lose its bitterness,

because it 1s In tl)e month

of Cheshvan that the
third, and final, Beit
Hamikdash (The Holy
Temple) will be inaugurated.
In a way, Cheshvan
is a paral)le for the
history of the
Jewish  People.
When we look at
our history, it
s e e m s g
fraught with
bitterness, rejection and !

hardsllip. But in the end,
the bitter sting of the scorpion will be transformed to

the greatest sweetness, when all the nations Wlll come

The Sting of Sweetness

to realize who the Jewish
People are and who they have

always l)een .

A VEGETARIAN WORLD

) you are a vegetarian, you’ll be pleased to know that at one
time the whole world was vegetarian!

Until the Great Flood in the time of Noach (which started in
this montll), no-one ate the flesh of animals. It was only when
Hashem gave a ‘new deal’ to the sons of Noach — the seven
mitzvot of the Bnei Noach — that Man was permitte(l to eat
meat.

Wl‘ly should this be? The answer to this question is intimately
tied to the reasons for the Great Flood itsell: The Torah teaches
us that “...G-d saw the eartlz, and behold it was corruptec], [01' all
{flesh had corrupted its way upon the carth.” (Genesis 6:12)

What started as private immorality and idolatry, had ({egen-

Continued over

REMEMBER, REMEMBER,
THE FOURTH OF DECEMBER...

ometimes people find it dilficult to keep track

Sof the Jewish year in relation to the secular cal-

endar. Rosh Hashana is in September, sometimes.
Sometimes it’s in October...

Your Hebrew birthday coincides with your secular
I)irtlulay once every nineleen years. In other words, only on
your 19th, 38th, 57th, 76th, 95th and 104th birthday
will the Hebrew and the secular dates coincide!

But there is one date out of all
the dates in the
Jewish eal-
endar,
which is
fixed not l;)y the Seasons of the
Moon, but l)y the Seasons of
" the Sun. And that date is the
fourth of December.

If you live outside the land of Israel, the fourth of
December is the day that you start to pray for rain.

T}le Four Seasons — Spring, Summer, Autumn ancl
Winter — are not related to the
moon. They are a product of the
inclination of the carth to the sun
on its 365 day journey around the

sun.
Continued over




A VEGETARIAN WORLD...
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erated into public licentiousness. The people of the generation of
Noach had intimate relations even with animals. This perversion
in turn infcctcd tll(: animal kin{")dom itsclf, and animals of diﬁlcrcnt
species started to cohabit.

When Hashem saw this breach in the fundamental division
l)etween Man and tl‘le other species (and between tlle species tllem-
sclvcs), He broug]ﬂt t]ac ﬂood upon t]ﬂe cart]a.

When Noach emerged from the Ark and civilization was re-
established, Hashem permitted the ealing of animals to prevent a
re-occurrence of the bestiality which had oceurred before the flood:

B_y permitling the ealing of animal Hes’l, Man necessan’ly
saw himself as different than, and separale from, the animals.

Never again would Man make the mistake of seeing himsell as
just another animal. For it was this world-
view which ullimalely had led to perver-
sion with the animal world.

Which is net to say that if you don’t
like cating meat, that makes you an idol
worshipping proﬂigalel

If you don’t like the taste of meat,
or you think its unhealthy, you are per-
ll;wtly entitled to abstain from it. 1f you
hate the taste of meat, you have every
Pigllt to feast on mango chowder on
Shabbat instead of eating chicken soup.

However, Judaism and your vegetari-
anism may come into conllict il your mis-
Sivings about ealing meat are because you
believe that you and the cow have equally
important roles in the creation.

There is a ‘star part’ in the ‘movie” of
the Creation, and it has been given to
Man.

Everylhing in the universe is created

to serve man. All the myriad species and

REMEMBER, REMEMBER...

p——e
THOUGHTS

IN THE
RAIN

Three things are equal:
Earth, Man and Rain.
Witbout Eartb - t(yere 1s 1o Man.
Without Rain - there is no Earth.
Without Both -

Tbeve 1$ 1o Man.

divcrsity of Nature is ‘scenery,’ elaborate stage props, so that Man
may play out his star role to recognize his Creator.

This is the reason for Man’s ereation, and Man is rcsponsil)lc
to use everything in the world to assist him to perfect himsell and
IJr'ing himself close to G-d.

This is what wins him the cosmie “Oscar.”

Just as in a movie, where the teaboy and the 9th assistant direc-
tor are at the l)ottom of tlle ladder, so too Nature has its llierarchy:
The mineral world supports the vegetal)le world. By feeding from
minerals, the vegetation incorporates the minerals into themselves,
with the net result being that the mineral has been elevated to a
higher level than it began its existence.

The same is true between the vegelal)le and the animal worlds.
When animals eal grass, tlley elevate the
vegelal)le world to the animal world.

And likewise, when a human eats an
animal, the animal becomes incorporaled
into Man, and the ascent of Nature’s ladder
is complele.

In this way, every element in Creation
— inorganie, organic, and animal — finds
its way into contril)uting to a ‘star pcrfor-
mance’ — the drama of Man recognizing
his Creator. When a chicken ends up on
someone’s Shabbat tal)le, it can become
the means l)y which Man elevates the
physiecal to the level of the spiritual —
which is the essence of the Shabbat expe-

rience.

So I)efore you order another vegie-burger,
don’t write off that poor cow [rom someone
else’s Shabbat table. One day, in another

world, you might meet up with a very irate

heifer!

Thus the prayer for rain in Winter is really only relevant to
the earth’s relation to the sun, not the moon. In the Diaspora,
where water is plentiful, we wait for 60 days alter the beginning
of the Season of Tishrei and then we start to pray [or rain.
(The four seasons are called in Hebrew based on the names of
the months in which they commence.)

Seeing as the Four Seasons are solar events, the beginning
of the prayer for rain has no fixed date in the Hebrew calendar.
However, in the solar calendar it always falls on December the
fourth, (or December 5th in the year before a civil leap year
when Fel)ruary has 29 days.)

In the land of Isracl, howcvcr, we l)egin to recite the prayer
for rain on a Hebrew date — the seventh of Cheshvan — two
weeks alter Shmini Atzeret and the end of the Festival of

Succot. But if rain is vital to Eretz Yisrael, why do we wait for
those two weeks?

Even though rain is precious to the land of Israel, we delay
praying for it because in the time of the Beit Hamikdash (The
Holy Temple) Jews would be returning home alter coming up to
Jerusalem for Succot. Until the seventh of Cheshvan, they
might still be on the road home.

Our Sa{;es decreed that we should delay praying for rain
during their homeward journey so they would not have to con-
tend with downpours of rain.

However, l)y the seventh of Chcsbvan, two weeks after
Succot, tllcy had already reached the Euphrates, and thus, in
the Land of Israel we start to pray for rain from that date.
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