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WHO'S FIRST? INSIGHTS STICKS AND STONES
“When a woman conceives...” (12:2)

If Man is worthy - if he makes his soulexperience Shabbos before téa. Only “And he shall be brought to the Kohen.”
the essence of his being - then he preced@ passing through the holiness of Shabbos, (14:3)
all Creation. For it was the spirit of Mancan he reach a level where he becomes fit to _
that hovered over the depths even befofiter into the holiness of the Jewish People When a person spealtisashon Hara it
the creation of light. But if he is not worthythroughBris Mila. indicates that he has no concept of the power
- if he glories in his physical dimension - « Yalkut Yehuda ©f speech. It shows that he considers words to

then in terms of thphysicalprecedence be insignificant in comparison to
- Py pre: actions: As the nursery rhyme says
of Creation, even the mosquito prece

od him “lf Man makes hlS SOU[ “Sticks and stones may break my bones,

For this reason the Torah deals w 1 ; ut _words will never harm me”
the laws of purity in Man after the la the essence Of hlS belng’ Nothing could be further from the truth.
then he precedes all

WS ! i When a person speaks evil he awakens a
of purity in animals: Just as tipdysi-
. ”»
Creation.

_ prosecutor in Heaven not only against
cal creation of Man follows that of th the target of hid.ashon Hara but also
animals, so his laws are explained af

against himself. An angel with a ‘tape-
the laws of the animals. This appli recorder’ stands by the side of each one

only when man behaves as nothing more of us recording our every word.

than a sophisticated animal. However, if In order to teach those who spdadshon
man relegates his physical side to his souI;MORE TH/ZIN SK[N DEEP Hara the power of just one word, the Torah
if he fulfills the purpose of Creation by rec- instructs that the offender be brought to the

ognizing and serving his Creator, then he. - Kohen. But, even as he is on his way to the
p?ecedgs all Creatiog. And on the eighth day, the flesh of the Kohen, his body covered wiffzara'asfor all

« Based on the Midrash and Rashi to see, until the Kohen actually pronounces
o the word “Impure!”, he is still considered
TWO SICNS Thf’ custom at Bris is to say to the par- totally pure. Similarly, he cannot regain his
G ents “Just as he has been brought into thgmer status, even though his disease has
“And on the eighth day, the flesh of the CovenantRris), so should he be brought tohealed completely, until the Kohen again pro-
foreskin shall be circumcised.” (12:3) ~ Torah, marriage and good deeds.” Just @gunces him to be spiritually pure. From this
The greatness of Shabbos can be seBf has been brought into tBeis, which is the speaker of Lashon Hara is taught to reflect
from the fact that a boy is not givdris NOW an inseparable part of him, thus alsor_1 the power of each and every worBor
Mila until he is eight days old - until he hashould all the othemitzvosof the Torah with one word he can be made an outcast,
experienced Shabbos. In other words, tHerm an inseparable part of him. and with one word he can be redeemed.

reason thaBris Mila is performed on the

foreskin shall be circumcised.” (12:3)

- L . i » Based on Ohel Yaakov
eighth day after birth is so that the he can Iturei Torah
TAZRIA METZORA
he Torah commands a woman to brirgaabanafter the birth The Torah describes the procedure foMetzora(a person
of a child. A sonis to be circumcised on the eighth day of h afflicted with Tzara’a9 upon conclusion of his isolation. Thi
life. The Torah introduces the phenomenoiizdra’as(often process extends for a week, and invokebanosand immer-
mis-translated as leprosy) — a miraculous disease that attacks sions in themikveh Then, a Kohen must pronounce t
people, clothing and buildings to awaken a person to spiritual Metzorapure. AMetzoraof limited financial means may sub
failures. A Kohen must be consulted to determine whether a particular stitute lesser offerings for the more expensife

mark isTzara'asor not. The Kohen isolatg animals. Before a Kohen diagnoses thatlja
the sufferer for a week. If the disease rem o V E R V l E w house haJzara’as,household possessions a
unchanged, confinement continues for a removed to prevent them from also bei

ond week, after which the Kohen decides 't declared ritually impure. Th&zara'as is
person’'s status. The Torah describes the different forfizare'as One removed by smashing and rebuilding that section of the house; if it rfap-
whoseTzara'asis confirmed wears torn clothing, does not cut his hair, afdars, the entire building must be razed. The Torah details those bjpdily
must alert others that he is ritually impure. He may not have normal cgacretions that render a person spiritually impure, thereby preventing| his

tact with people. The phenomenonTatara’ason clothing is described in contact with holy items, and how one regains a state of ritual purity.
detail.
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“The Rock, from Whose food we have eaten”

“Yibaneh hamikdash, ir Tziyon t'malay,
v'sham nashir shir chadash”
“May the Sanctuary be rebuilt, the City of Zion
replenished and there shall we sing a new song.”
he Midrash calls attention to a connection betweg
the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the songs of prai
sung by Israel to its G-d. Mehillim 147, which we
say each morning, we quote King David’s words th
“it is good to sing to our L-rd ... Hashem builds
Jerusalem and gathers in the dispersed of Israel.”
Jerusalem, concludes thMidrash, will only
be rebuilt with the praise arm¢miroswe sing to
Hashem. There is also contained in this phra

the idea that when the final redemption takes

place none of the old songs will be adequate f
expressing our joy and a “new song” will hav
to be composed. Our singingzefmirogoday is
only a rehearsal for the “new song” which wil
herald the rebuilding of th8eis Hamikdash
soon in our days.
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The following Ask the Rabbi is a reprint.

lists the ten generations from Noah until

PERS[STENT PENMTEUCH Abraham, includingYoktan, who established
the largest number of families. Rashi notes that
P]NK’E POINTINQ PEOPI_E Yoktan merited establishing so many families
due to his great humility as his name indicates

Mr. Irv Oxlander from America-On-Line (from the rootkatanlittle). Rabbi Scheinberg

went on to explain that when pointing at the

Torah we take this lesson to heart and we point

0\{‘vith our smallest finger — the pinkie — to

Hndicate that we should reach out to try to gain

understanding of the Torah with the utmost

humility and thus merit to succeed in this aspi-
ration.

wrote:

What is the source for and the meaning
the custom to point the pinkie at the Toral
during hagbah?

h

n
se

Dear Mr. Oxlander, . . .
Your question is interesting because Rabb'd Chaim leag'e
relates to a widespread custom W% et)i(c?r?Lcj)? tﬁeozr:luth(rarfci)r? w\rfiacrLa-
source is rather obscure. . ) ;
Nachmanides remarks that th~ theilr:lidnextflr\:\?i:jls ;se_(lj_ f:)rh
verse “accursed is the one o Fr):ther gt]hgn ?hespintle(ieo 3e
t who wil pot uphold the l bases this custom oﬁ SiX
ZVC?J?CS em; J?I?hzori:ié;ﬁ Ot: € consecutive statements in
show the written text of th ; Tehillim the first of which is,
Torah to the whole congrec “The Torah of Hashem is perfect
Setion s reviving the soul...’Each one of these
'I:h e Shulchan Aruch states statements is composed of five words
orlt is a mitzva for all men and women to see u '“onecr?;r:}dsp'lczﬁglzgctgnt:?/vgf dméiL g'][‘aftlgr%irr?t of
" hic 1 he Torah hat Mo placed before 12 HaSTEIEOrTesponcing o he second naely
Children of Israel.Halachic authorities explain vt/]i(tahmt?nex iggg)e(r.ﬁlr? p(r)u\w,\t/lng trow;';l]rddis tzr? Tct)t:attw
that this verse is to be said only umeing the ever vf d (feth Tge h e aNe C?H gh a
actual text of the Sefer Torah. y word ot the foran Is a Name ot Hashem.
It is told about theArizal that when the For that same reason, Rabbi Falagie points out,
. uring the wedding ceremony the ring is placed
Torah was held up for all the congregation tg thg index fin ergto signify {hat Has%empis the
see, it was his custom to look closely at the te%ifyirlg force b?n ding h?Jsban d and wife
Zﬁct)?:(; ?Oes(;c;u‘l‘?h;ic:/ g‘aezliﬁge;f fhth'ﬁ)?gvk\:?:fo se- The significance and the symbolism that our
ly so as to be able to clearly read its letters P%ages attach to every finger and to each part of
person is infused by a great [spiritual] light.” " our body is most instructive. Rabbeinu Bechaye
While the Shulchan Aruch obligates recitin discusses the utility of each organ and in partic-
the verseThis is the Torah. . it is also amin- gular the fingers, each of which serves to facili-
1ag 10 appedpart ofa second versecors. 15 27 0 e b e e pce e
ing to the word of Hashem through Mosheli . o 9
his comprehensive anthologyle’am Lo'ez may conjecture that this is related to the custom
Rav Yaakov Kuli expounds on this custom sayc-’f pointing towards the Torah with the pinkie.
ing: “the combination of these two VersesSourceS'
though from different sections of the Torah, s . )
alludes to the dual nature of Torah — a Writter:1 _ll\_lract:n:argd?r?r:nltzilorah - Devarim 27:26
and an Oral Law both stemming from a single Sﬁjngn Xruch(Oréch).Chaim (134:2):
Source.” ; o
Also, TheMe'am Lo’ezis the only source . gaverri:etjif)
that mentions the custom of pointing the pinkig SE ?r H(kl v)n Sefer Torah — Drush 1
finger towards the text, adding that it is custom.-B ?nijb ? 3.2‘2 0s (Sefer Torah — Drush 1)
ary to kiss the pinkie after pointing. However,. Ma, m E ,(Z‘ ).D varim (27:26
this is not a universal custom, and is not merl-B:r:ishiso(io'% 23)61 (27:26)
tioned in other halachic sources. - o . )
In reply to our inquiry as to the source of this; _Il__e\':iﬁi:r:angl(;li%ponsa) ©rach Chaiml67:6
custom, Rabbi Chaim Pinchas Scheinbend; s | Re bb in( B. -h )- Vavikra (8:23
ta, gave the following explanation: The Torah abbeinu Bechaye — Vayikra (8:23)
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Zevachim 100 - 106

go to thekohanimbecause thkorbandid not

SAVING THE SKIN serve as thelah of the man who brought it. RESPECT FOR ROY/ZI LTY

The kohanimwho perform the service of But themishnahrules that the skin will go to How should one relate to royalty?
offering akorban olahare entitled to the skin the kohanim because the requirement of
of that animal whose entire body is burned or/ah of @ man” is only that the flesh be i great respect, say our Sages, and cite
the altar. Yayikra7:8) offered on the altar, completing the procesgyq examples from Scripture.

Themishnahon 103a for which a man had designated it. Rabbi Yannai's model is Moshe Rabbeinu,

declares that if the fle: What if the skin was g said to Pharaoh that following the plague
of that korban becam removed from thelah before its ¢ he first born “all these, your servants, shall
disqualified for offering blood was applied to the altar and;ome gown to me and shall bow to me saying:
on the altar the skin do the flesh became disqualified inge gone, you and your people.SHemos
not go to thekohanir between? In normal circum-17.8) Ajthough the intention of his warning
but is burned along wi stances this will not occuryaq that the Egyptian ruler himself would
the flesh at a site off tl because it is improper to delayy,,s pe humbled, as did eventually happen,
altar. The source for this the application of the blood (ghemoeg2:31), Moshe did not explicitly say
rule is the phrase “thelah of a man” until after flaying. ~ This so out of respect for the king.

which appears in the above cited p Rabbi Yochanan points to the
sage, a phrase Whlch indicates that lnsights, explanations and comments for the proph:et Eliyahu of whom it is written
skin goes to thkohanimonly when the e that “the hand of Hashem was on
NS RSN seven pages of Talmud studied in the course Eliyahu and he girded his loins and ran
man and not when it was disqualifi of the worldwide Daf Yomi cycle. before Achav” (Kings Il 18:46). Rashi
from the altar. explains that the king was alone so the

Two modifications of this rule . ] ] prophet ran ahead of him as an escort
emerge from cases arising in thisshnaband Mishnahtherefore categorically states that if;nq Radak comments that the very act of run-
the next one: the flesh became disqualified the skin will noking \was an expression of respect.

What if theolah was slaughtered not for 9° 0 thekohanimsince the disqualification = \yhy did even such wicked vilers as
the sake of offering it as aslah but for the &ffected the flesh and skin as one unit. Theh,ra0h and Achav deserve to be honored?
sake ofshlamin® At the very outset of N€Xtmishnah however, suggests a situation\1aharsha quotes the statement of our Sages in
Mesechta Zevachimve learned that such aWhere the skin was removed from the flesfyesechta Brachogssa) that earthly govern-
korbanis considered kosher for offering onPeforé the blood was applied to the altar andlen js a reflection of Heavenly rule. One
the altar but is not considered a fulfillment ofv@s therefore not affected by the disqualificagng shows a lack of respect for a king below
the vow made by its owner, who is required t§0n Of the flesh. In such a case the blood i§ therefore guilty of a lack of respect for the

bring another animal for &orban If we @pplied to the altar and grants sacred statusygq ahove.
interpret “theolah of a man” in the strictest 1€ skin which is awarded to thehanim

literal way, the skin of such an animal will not « Zevachim 103 e Zevachim 102a
TAZRIA METZORA
1. A woman after giving birth ilmmei(has a ritual impurity) Whatis 1. When may anetzoranot be pronouncethhor?
the status of a woman who has a miscarriage? 2. In theMidbar, where did ametzoradwell while he wagameP
2. After a woman gives birth, she is required to offer two types of 3. Why does thenetzorarequire birds in the purification process?
Korbanos Which are they? 4. In the purification process ofraetzorawhat does the cedar wood
3. Who determines whether a person mmeizora tamefperson with symbolize?
ritually impureTzara’ag or is 5. In theBeis Hamikdashwhen themet-
tahor? zorawas presented “before Hashem”

4, If theKohensees that th&zara'as

has spread after one week, how d
he rule?
5. What disqualifies &ohenfrom

being able to give a ruling in a cas

(14:11), where did he stand?

6. How was havingzara'asin one’s
house sometimes advantageous?

7. What happens to the vessels that are
in a house which was found to have

of Tzara'a® Tzara'a®
6. In areas of the body where collec- 8. When a person enters a house that has
tions of hair grow (e.g., the head or beard), what color hair is indica- Tzara'as,when do his clothes becortemef?
tive of tumal? 9. Azavsat or slept on the following: a) a bed; b) a plank; c) a chair;
7. What signs of mourning mustn@etzoradisplay? d) a rock. If aahor person touches these things what is his status?
8. Why must anetzoracall out, ‘Tamel Tamel"? 10. What does the Torah mean when it referszavavho “has not
9.  Why is ametzoracommanded to dwell in isolation? washed his hands” (15:11)?
10. What must be done to a garment thatTmsa'as®

I Didn't Know That!

The Tzara’asmentioned in the Torah is a spiritual condition thaburing the purification process, tieetzoramust shave off the
comes to help a person atone for his sins. Leprosy, a medical d¢air on his head, eyebrows and beard. Why?
dition, comes as a result of inappropriate life styles.

« Sforno

Answers on back page




Answers to this Week’s Questions!

All references are to the verses and Rashi’s
commentary, unless otherwise stated.

METZORA 6. 14:34 - The Amorites concealed trea-
TAZRIA 1. 14:2 - At night. sures in the walls of their houses.
1. 12:2 - She is als@mel 2. 14:3 - Outside the three camps. After the conquest of the Land,
2. 12:6 - AnOlah and aChatass. 3. 14:4 -Tzara’ascomes as a punish- Tzara’aswould afflict these houses.
3. 13:2 - AKohen. ment forLashon Harah. Therefore, The Jewish owner would tear down
4. 13:5 - The person tamei. the walls and find the treasures.
5. 13:12 - Poor vision 7. 14:36 - They becontamei.
6. 13:29 - Golden. 8. 14:46 - When he remains in the
7. 13:45 - He must tear his garment house long enough to eat a small
let his hair grow wild, and cover h s meal.
lips with his garment. 9. 15:4-5 - Only a type of object that
8. 13:45 - So people will know to ke one usually lies or sits upon becomes
away from him. a transmitter oftumahwhen azavsits
9. 13:46 - Sincdzara'asis a punish- the Torah requires thaetzorato offer or lies on it. Atahor person who sub-
ment forLashon Harah(evil speech), birds, who chatter constantly, to atone ~ Sequently touches the object becomes
which creates a rift between people, for his sin of chattering. tameiand the clothes he is wearing
the Torah punishesida k'neged mida , — 14.4 . The cedar is a lofty tree. It are alsamei'im. Therefore: ajamej
(measure for measure) by placing a alludes to the fact thatzara'ascomes b) tahor, c) tamej d) tahor.
division between him and others. as a punishment for haughtiness. ~ 10. 15:11 - One who has not immersed in
10. 13:52 - It must be burned. 5. 14:11 - At the gate of Nicanor. amikveh
TAZRIA Sforno Sefer HaChinuch
Ramban 12:8  Self Involvement 174 Purification and Rebirth  The punishment for haughtine§zarus Ayir(selfishness: literally - “nar-
122 DR i carments 175 Cleansing Waters row vision”) andLashon Haratis Tzara'as. The metzoramust atone for
13:47 The Greatness of METZORA Sforno holding his head high, for looking upon his possessions with selfishnes:
Z:{:;aaa(:hinuch 14 ComeELrIr:iJ\?enCIeanliness 1412 Jg;srgamf the and for not guarding his speech. Thus, he must shave his head, his ey
167 Respect fdedusha 15:11 Thezav 14:36 The Reason for Waiting brows and his beard.
168 A Gift of Thanks 15:2  Thezav « Kli Yakar

HAFTORAH: Rosh Chodesh-Yishayahu 66:1-24

hen Rosh Chodesh occurs on Shabbos, titashem... fillment of Hashem'’s plan. For through this love of

regular Haftorah is replaced by a special “And | will establish a distinctive sign amongstuniformity, the nations will be united and they will
Haftorah - the last chapter of the Book ofthem and send refugees from them to the nationsfioally come to perceive the ‘One-ness’ of the
Yishayahu (Isaiah). This chapter was chosenYavan to the most distant lands that have noCreator.
because of its penultimate verse which linkkieard My Fame, nor have seen My Glory, and they This unified mankind will become the encir-
Shabbos and Rosh ChodesAnd it shall be that, will inform the nations of My Glory.” (66:19) cling vessel that will contain the purenchaoffer-
from New Moon to New Moon, and from Shabbos YavarGreece is the nation charged with theng that is the Jewish People. Then the nations will
to Shabbos, all flesh shall come and prostrateask of elevating the lowly and un-refined nationsecognize Israel’s role as the priests of mankind,
themselves before Me, said Hashem.” (66:28)s  through culture. But culture is not an end in itselfust as thd_evi'im are the priests of Israel.
verse is also repeated after concluding the readittgs only a preliminary stage. AftéfavariGreece, The realization of this goal is something
of the Haftorah. it is Shenthe Jews who will show mankind theabsolutely certain. Then every ‘New Moon’ and

Every New Moon is a summons to Israel tgpath to elevate itself to an awareness of what &very ‘Shabbos’ will not only bring to Israel a call

renew and rejuvenate itself. Every Shabbos isgpod and true; to pay homage to whatnisrally for renewal okedushapf acknowledging Hashem
call to show practical proof of our homage tdeautiful; to lead the nations to the height of Man'm free-willed devotion, but all mankind will also

Hashem by ceasing frormelacha (prohibited calling. hear and heed this call.
work). But there will come a time when not only The ‘uniformity’ in thought that rules the
Israel will be called to offer their willing service to actions and intellect of Greece is ultimately a ful- * Adapted from Rabbi S. R. Hirsch
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