THE OHR SOMAYACH TORAH MAGAZINE ON THE INTERNET

Shabbos Parshas Ki Sisa - Parah * For the week ending 18 Adar 5756 * Mar. 9, 1996 * Vol. 3 No. 21

LABOR OF LOVE l N s l G H T S official, sarcastically. “But, but, Mr. Shaker said...”

“Look” said the official, “I've no idea who this Mr.
B Shaker is, but all you need to enter the country is a
And on tshﬁ ziventh"d(’c:l;yl, i;habbos of A V/Z] LID VISA valid visa. However, without that, there’s nothing |
abbosos. : ”
can do...
There are two kinds of rest. The first kind of, R With this storv. perhaps we will understand
rest is a rest from weariness, a chance to recharg'é|eW for yourself two tablets of stone.” (34:1) i v P "
your batteries, to enable yo’urself to continue to  ONCe: there was a traveler who wanted to viswhy it was that the first tablets of the covenant were
work. For no-one can work indefinitely. Everyone? €XOtic and remote country on the roof of th8ewn by Hashem, whereas the second tablets were
' ' grld. This country had the reputation of being'®Wn by Moshe. The sin of the golden calf was not

needs a break. The second kind of rest comes at . . . ; ; ; .

- oo %ﬁmost impossible for tourists to enter. So, wheffal idol worship, but was based on a mistake: that,
end of a project. The last brushstroke of a painting; o010 o granted his tourist visa, it came tjnceé Hashem was the maker of the first tablets, it
The final sentence of a novel. The last brick in ’

i i i itwas impossible to fathom their depths without the
new home. Then you take a step back and look as something O.f a surprise. However, in spit¢ sistar?ce of lofty spiritual owersp
) . " of this, he was convinced that he would be stoppetf Yy Sp p :

your work. You feel the satisfaction of completion. . L It was for this reason that the people had fash-
It's finished. It's done. A time to rest and enjoy th at the border and refused entry to his destination. ! | 1as
fruits of vour labors. ‘He had set his heart on the trip, so he enlisted tifed the likeness of the ox to worship, for this is

; Yy : ) services of a ‘special agent’, a certain Mr. ShakePne of the mystical creatures that surround the

You shall labor for six days and do all your Ry conacts in high places in the governmehgavenly throne. The people thought that mystical
work.” How can you do all your work in six days?

! : o f the country. Shaker was able to magically opePOWers of the ox would help them to transcend the
Can you build an entire house in six days? Thg boundaries of human reach and be close to Hashem
Torah teaches us that when Shabbos comes, gye

, - » X and to understand His Torah. While Moshe was
;Ziugr?oﬁg trﬁircl)l?Ié/fT?g;v:ﬁzjg:]o:i%aioglﬂgﬁ ”_every jew haS h(S sltillwith themr,]they rel(ijeg_gn Moshelzo brr]ing them
> ' .. . close to Hashem, and did not seek other means.
finished. In other words, on Shabbos, you shcollel 1) (R ele XY O] g MO LTLLVIe LTS 'ovever, when they thought that Moshe was

picture yourself as experiencing the sense of ’ 9 dead, they turned to other ways of elevating them-
It’s called the Torah. oves, ’ ’

and satisfaction that comes after a good job
Sense. i 15 what Hashem did when e world wa The truth s that every Jew has hs own passpor
Six da;/s old. He looked at the Creation and saa] cked doors'. All of th_is came ataprice. Quite 4 spl_ntuahty. Its(;:alled thi Torah% E_conta;gs ?,I\II
that it was finished, the greatest building projec{}Ey sum was deposited in a numhbered banif® (\j/lsas e _nTe o reac out Od-t 1 wor '.h ©
ever, the Heavens énd the earth were complete%c.coum' And then the word came. Al clear._ . nee hno spec?rggents o mterrr]pe |arr|]es. \()Y-It our
Our ’rest on Shabbos is a commemoration of that He would be me_t at the airport by an Oﬁ'c'alown| umafn a hl-mes we ca}]n a|C_| |e;]/et © su |mz. d
rest. Who would usher him through the customs and Lwas ho” 'f] reason:jatblas.em %omman e
This is the essential difference between Od'mmlgratlc_)n formalities. He needed to bring nOtthOS he y er\]/v tde Seeon ta| e;s._ toh _emonstrai[e
Shabbos and the secular idea of a ‘day of rest’. THY with him. Not even his visa. He would be recihat luman hands were involved in their making:

ized immediately and whisked through the aifthat through our own efforts, we can earn the help
secular world understands the day of rest as a bre%9<nt in a flash. of Hashem to understand all of the words of the

o I
so that you can return to the week revitalized an’ . olv Torah and to climb to great heights
refreshed. It's a only a break. Shabbos, on the other On arrival, our traveler bounded off the pIané" y g g

i immiarati It is for that reason that the Torah is called
hand, is not just pushing the pause button on ”fgn_d presente"d himself at the immigration EeSkT' Moshe— the Torah of Moshe — the Torah
. . o Visa please!” asked a uniformed official. “'m T0ras Moshe— the Torah of Moshe — the Tora
It's the creation of a feeling that everything in one’s . o o mbel t It ible t ; try to it
o , ; sorry?” said the traveler. “l said — ‘Visa Please!”P€l0Ngs 10 man. It Is possible 1o gain entry 1o Its
life is complete. There’s nothing left to do ~repeated the official, somewhat irritated. “But —MOSt esoteric and remote regions via the visa of
except sit back and enjoy the fruits of one’s labor. ’ ’

R . ‘don't you recognize me?” “If you gave me yourhuman effort. _ o
Based on F\)iﬁbl_t?leQﬁTjoL,:\(A%S:Jiriew&sa, maybe I'd be able to recognize you,” said the * Based on Rabbi Moshe Feinstein

oshe conducts a census by counting each silver half-shettigitely, threatening to destroy everyone and build a new nation from M@ishe.
donated by all men, age twenty and over. Moshe is commamihen Moshe sees the orgy of idol-worship he smashes the Tablet§, and
ed to make a copper laver for thiésshkan —the women donate destroys the golden calf. The Sons of Levi volunteer to punish the fjans-
the necessary metal. The formula of the anointing oil is spegressors, executing 3,000 men. Moshe ascends the mountain to piay for

fied, and Hashem instructs Moshe to use thi forgiveness for the people, and Hashem accglpts
oil only for dedicating thiMishkan its vessels his prayer. Moshe sets up tivishkan and
and Aaron and his sons. Hashem sel Hashem'’s cloud of glory returns. Moshe agks
Betzalel and Oholiav to be the master cr Hashem to show him the rules by which He cqn-
men for theMishkan and its vessels. T ducts the world, but is granted only a small pgr-

Jewish People are commanded to keep the Sabbath as an eternal sigtiathatf this request. Hashem tells Moshe to hew new Tablets, and rgdyveals
Hashem made the world. Moshe receives the two Tablets of Testimonyahim the text of the prayer that will invoke His mercy. Idol worship, infer-
which are written the Ten Commandments. The mixed multitude that lefarriage, and the combination of milk and meat are prohibited. Thellaws
Egypt with the Jewish People panic when Moshe’s descent seems delayellesachthe First-born, the First-fruits, Shabb8savuosindSuccosre

and force Aaron to make a golden calf for them to worship. Aaron stalisight. When Moshe descends with the second set of Tablets, his face is
and tries to delay them. Hashem tells Moshe to return to the people imhastinous as a result of contact with the Divine.
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“Shabbos is a day of rest...’

“The dove found in it a place to rest and
there will the weary ones rest.”

hree different interpretations have been su

gested for the symbolism of the dove in thi
song.

* The dove which Noach sent from the Ark t

Ly
T

U

see if the flood waters had subsided found a place

to land in Gan Eden on Shabbos. In similar fashipn
those who are weary from studying Torah with
their might will also find their rest in Gan Eden.

* The Shechinah - the Divine presence - is, fis : -
it were, homeless during the exile of Israel arld @ trick, but a legally binding sale. When you

finds a place to rest only on Shabbos and Yom Tdv.S€ll your chametz it belongs to the buyer whtes.
. has every right to use it.

* The Jewish Nation is compared to the dov!
All other birds rest on a tree or a cliff when they tir|

O D

restorative quality of the Shabbos which allows tt]
Jewish dove to keep on going despite all of ifs
wearying hardships.
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GANZ <75671.3605@compuserve.com> Sources:Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 443

wrote:

Dear Rabbi,

As usual | enjoyed another one of your
responses, this time to Philip Americus
about ‘Scalping Tickets.” [Ask the
Rabbi #96] Your logic is commend-
able. However, could you reconcile \

me your advice of not using tricks

get around a law, with the prac- S the
tice at Pesach of selling one=
chametz - or even morr
astute - locking them t
in a cupboard and se
ing “futures” to some
one who will never pic

them up.

I Dear Confused,

Confused in California

KABBALA

Binyomin Altman
<bsaltl@penfold.cc.monash.edu.au> wrote:

| recently read the following state-
ment of the Vilna Gaon: “The ulti-
mate redemption of the
Jewish People (Geula)
will come about only

@ through learning Torah;
And primarily through
learning Kabbala

[Torah’s deep secrets].

Since | dont learn

Kabbala, is my Torah study

insignificant with respect to bring-
ing about the final redemption?

Dear Binyomin,

Selling your chametz before Pesach is not

Kabbala certainly has ‘redeeming’ quali-
But it has dangers as well. On his
death-bed, thérizal (preeminent Kabbalist,

In a certain community, all the chametzZl6th century Safed, lIsrael) told Rabbi
but the dove merely folds one weary wing to its — including the kosher pizza shop — wagitzchak Hakohen: “Tell the disciples in my
body and continues flying with the other. Itis the so|d to a police officer. During Pesach, a bumame that from today they are to stop study-

€ glar broke in to the pizza shop. The policeing Kabbala.” He warned that they might

man, who happened to be on duty at the timmisunderstand it and thus come to harm.
entered the pizza shop, arrested the robber | spoke to Rabbi Shlomo Fishestlita,

and exclaimed, “You're robbingy busi-

ness!”

about this statement of the Vilna Gaon. He
explained it as follows: Learning Kabbala

And it's told of a whiskey producer in requires an exceptionally high spiritual level.
Europe who sold his entire business fofheGeulawill come when thg@eople at that
Pesach. The buyer exercised his ‘option’ ankigh levellearn Kabbala.

took permanent control of the business.

As far as the ‘significance’ of your stud-

If the buyer decides not to exercise higes in bringing theGeulg the Talmud says
option after Pesach, that's his decisiornthat Torah study helps us survive the exile.

During Pesach, however,

belongs to him.

the chametAnd were thewhole Jewish people to learn
Torah, theGeulawould come immediately!

But you're right. Both buyer and seller
should take the sale seriously and realize th&purces:
it's not a ‘trick.” | know of a Rabbi who, in * Even Shleimd1:3
order to show his congregants that the sale §s3hivchei Rabbi Chaim Vitap. 25b-26a

Yiddle Riddle

Based on a riddle sent in by Shlomo Steinhart

Triplets and their cousin are born within a 2 hour period, yebtitenilah for
each of the four takes place on four consecutive days. They are all healthy — i.e.,
no jaundice or other health problems. How can this be?

This issue is sponsored by
DR. AND MRs. DANIEL FARB

Los Angeles, California
“I N HONOR OF OUR SONAVRAHAM WHO
FOUND OHRNET ON THE INTERNET”




SERWNG AND E/Z]TINC heichal and there eat the flesh d&obdshei FIG LEF]VES AND FIRES

kodashim He bases this on the passage

IN THE Mm’s PRESENCE (Bamidbar 18:10 which designates “the holy

of holies” as the area in which tfkehanim For fueling the fire upon the altar from
may eat this sacrificial flesh, a designatiotvhich coals would be taken for the offering of
The Rule: which certainly includes thieeichalas well! ~ the incense (and for all the fires upon the
Whereas the higher level &brban (kod- altar) it was customary to take wood which
shei kodashim olah, chatas asham) must be  The Problem: came from a fig tree.
slaughtered in the northeg Why must this sage seek support from this The fig tree referred to here must be one
part of the Sanctuary cou. passage when he could presumabi{p@t grgwslwnd and bears no edible fru!t.
yard (azaral) the shlamim have implemented the aforementione therwise, it would be disqualified for use in
may be slaughtered in ax logical extension that if the sec.the same way that th‘ﬂlsh_na_hln th_e_second
part of this area, as t ondary site of thezarahqual- perek of Mese_chta '_I'am|dd|squallf|g$ the
Torah statesMayikra 3:2 a ifies for eating the sacredWo0d of all fruit-bearing trees, by citing the
examples of grape

“He shall slaughter it at thc

entrance to theOhel Moed” (The Insich I . d for th ET_ES rglall\éin tr?\t/a;
Ohel Moedor Tent of Assembly refers to ti nsights, explanations and comments for the 9

Sanctuary itself — théeichal in which the seven pages of Talmud studied in the course NSNS

. . . Acha bar Yaakov
menorah, table and golden altar stood.) flesh then the primar of the worldwide Daf Yomi cycle. is to preserve the

Questions and Answers: site should certainl settlement oEretz
What if the shlamimwas slaughtered in qualify? ] Yisrael, for if there will be no wine or oil or
the heichal itself? Since the Torah declaresl he Resolution: figs to enjoy, the land may become desolate.

that the “entrance to th@hel Moed qualifies It is proper for a servant to perform servic&ut why did they insist on the fig tree?

as a site for the slaughter of tBelamim,it ~for his master in the master's presence. Itis Rashi explains that the leaves of the fig
implies that th@Ohel Moed— or heichal—is  therefore logical to assume that if he can petree were the first items of plant life to be used
the more qualified site. It is therefore logicaform such a service — the slaughtering ofn human effort for self improvement. When

to assume that if the secondary site qualifie§hlamim — in a secondary site, fartherAdam became conscious of his nakedness fol-
then the primary one —tHheeichal— certain- "emoved from his Master, he can certainly dfowing his sinful eating from the Tree of
ly does. so in the primary site. It is not proper, howevKnowledge he fashioned some garments for

May kohanimeat the flesh of theodshei er, for a servant to eat in his mz_gl_ster’s presendgimself and his wife from fig leaves
kodashim which cannot be eaten outside of/ithout the support of a specific passage wBereishis 3:7. It is therefore fitting that the
the azarah in theheichaP would therefore have assumed that such pefood from this tree be given priority in the

Rabbi Yehuda ben Besaira ruled that if thg"SS1on to eat was granted only in the seesffort of Adam’s descendants to achieve self-
Beis Hamikdashwas under siege and theondary site and not in the primary site which ignprovement through the service of tBeis

- . tantamount to eating in the Master’s presence4ami
enemy was firing arrows and boulders into the 9 P SHamikdash.

azarahthe kohanimcould take shelter in the « Zevachim 63a « Zevachim 58a
1. How was the census taken? 12. Why did Moshe break the Tablets?
2. What was the minimum age of military service in the Jewish 13. How can two brothers belong to two different tribes?
army? 14. Rather than wipe out the Jewish People for the sin of the golden
3. What were the three different types@fumahdonated? calf, Hashem agreed to punish them gradually. How did this
4. List two times when the Jewish affect the Jewish People throughaisgtory?
People were counted. 15. What is a textual source for referring

5. How did the olive oil for anointing to “travel to Israel” asAliyah™?

acquire its fragrance? 16. In verse 33:2, Hashem says that the
6. How many ingredients comprise thig P r inhabitants oEretz Canaarwould be dri-
incense of thdMishkar? ven out of the Land. In that verse, only six
7. What is the difference between ) of the seven Canaanite nations are men-
chochmawisdom),bina (under- tioned. What happened to the seventh?

standing), andla’as (knowledge)? 17. Which events took place on these
8. Shabbos is “a sign” (31:13). What does dates: a) 17Tamuz b) 18 Tamuz ¢) 19Tamuz
it signify? d) 1Elul; e) 10Tishrei f) 1 Nissar?
9. When did the Jewish People begin to give contributions for thd8. How did Hashem show that He forgave the Jewish People?
building of theMishkar? 19. Why is Hashem “slow to anger”?
10. Why did Aaron build the altar for the golden calf by himself? 20. How many times is the ban on meat and milk mentioned, and
11. Who were the “mixed multitude”? why?
| Didn't Know That!
“I have called Betzalel... to devise clever work... and Oholiav... | In the list of the “13 Attributes of Hashem,” the Name “Hashem” appears
to make all that | have commanded.” (31:2-6) twice. Rashi explains that the Name “Hashem” refers to the attribute of

Mercy, and is repeated to teach that Hashem is merciful not only before a
The work of theMishkanrequired a knowledge of design and of construgaerson sins but also after he repents. Why does a person needbeferey

tion. Betzalel was in charge of the design oftighkanand Oholiav was| he sins?

in charge of its actual construction. « Sifsei Kohen

Answers on back page

w



All references are to the verses and Rashi’'s nimselr It would take |0nger and In the Jewisn People, pal’t or that puniShment

commentary, unless otherwise stated. interim Moshe would return. comes as payment for the sin of the golden
. . 11. 32:7 - The non-Jews who came out of calf.
1. 30:12 - Through the donation of a half- Egypt, who Moshe accepted acmhverted. 15. 33:1 - The wordsléch aleti (depart and
shgkeber person. 12. 32:19 - Moshe reasoned: If the Torah did go up).
2. 30j14 - Twenty. . not permit those who have estranged 16. 33:2 - The seventh nation, the Girgashites,
3. 30:15 - For thé\danlm(sockgt_s), for the themselves from the Torah to partake in voluntarily emigrated.
purchase of communal sacrifices, and for 17. 33:11 - a) Moshe came down frofar

the building of theMishkan
4. 30:16 - Af_terYom Kippurof the first burned the golden calf and punished the
yeér, and irlyar O.f the s'econ(_i year. offenders. c) Moshe went up a second
) 30j24 - ltwas m'xed V.V'th SPICES. arS time toHar Sinai d) Moshe went up a
6. 30'3.4 i} EIe\(en ingredients were used third time toHar Sinai e) Hashem for-
making the incense.

. . . gave the Jewish people and gave Moshe
7. 313 -Chochmas _knowledge a_cquwed the Second Tablets. f) TiMishkanwas
from others.Binais the deduction of new

Sinaiand broke the Tablets. b) Moshe

[

completed.
:mowlednge fror_n vk\]/hlat_one_hatl.s already even a single commandmeResachsac- 18. 33:14 - He agreed to let Hihechina
8 ;f, T; -.lt iza:s'? nob)étl\r/:/z%;alﬁghem and rifice), surely theentire Torah cannot be dwell among them.
' thé Jewish Peogle that He has chosen them given to a whole nation who has 19. 34:6 - To give the sinner a chance to
: : estranged itself from Hashem! repent.
and a sign to the nations of the world that . ] . - .
He has ganctified the Jewish People 13. 32:27 - Half-brothers, sharing the same 20. 34:26 - Three times to prohibit eating,
pie. mother. deriving benefit and cooking.

9. 31:17 - The 11th ofishrei.
10. 32:5 - He hoped that by building it by

Recommended Reading List Bonus Answer!

14. 32:34 - Whenever Hashem punished the

Ramban ?541]?8 ThehS_ecor;]d Tablets  29:9 %onning ofthe Kohen's| Hashem is merciful and good to all His creations, and although He knows
30:13 ‘Lashon HaKodesh” efer Hachinuc| arments : — s .

in advance that a person will sin, He still is merciful to that person.
30:19 Washing Hands 105 Equality in Sacrifices 30:1 The Incense-Altar P Sif 'Chp hami
31:2  Betzalel 107-8 Anointing 30:12 The Concept of ) _ * sfiser Lhachamim
32:1-4 The Golden Calf Malbim Counting People Hashem is Hashem whether a person sins or not, and this proves that
32:18 Sounds 28:5 Trustworthy asurers  31:2 The Name Betzalel | Hashem js unchanging and not affected by human choice or action.
33:11 Yehoshua's Age 28:30 The Urim V'Tumint ~ 31:13 A Bste of the World-to- « Maharal
34:27 A Renewe@ovenant Come

HAFTORAH: Yechezkel 36:16-36

PARSHAS PARAH

One who aspires to purify himself spiritually, is
given help from Above. The period before
Rosh Chodesh Nissanespecially favorable fq

Haftorah describes the time dWashiach,when Hashem’'s mitzvos are our life blood. When we
Hashem will ‘sprinkle purifying waters on tlBnei  neglect them, our hearts freeze over, severed from
their lifeline. We become spiritually rigid. Our
hearts atrophy, coarsen and eventually become

ification. This i f th h “ ’ H

f;a:hgz;fhnas Pa:falritcmies(t)irr:eifr?r?:c;/?art %t Hashem’s mitzvos are our as rigid as stone. And because we then have
téle_re;s a _r;grehptasic reasc:I:: Iln4tt2edtf\i|me of ltfe blood. When we neglect Ehem, P;S?ﬁa?ttjr:isfilge;h? aia;tatgségqﬁélgvgsﬁn L;evsl_
th?fth:glrbaislgegaﬁw(:; br%ught by Ias”S(;\II"]l our hearts freeze over... can a heart of stone have faith? We don't real-
Jewish PeopleParshas Parahdeals with thd ize that our complaints against the Almighty
laws of purification that were needed to purify the Yisrael’ and remove all the impurities that havecome from a rock chamber entombed in our chests.
Jewish People from contact with a dead body_%ncrusted their souls. Eventually it will be too late for a ‘bypass’.

“I will remove the heart of stone from your Hashem will come and give us a heart that is soft,

necessary preliminary to entering thBeis R
Hamikdashand bringing thekorban Pesach.The flesh and give you a heart of flesh instead.” that cnes_—_that wants to hear the word of Hashem
(46:26) and beat in time to its Maker.
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